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I have had the honor 

of being the Senior 

Interim Pastor here 

since June and I’m 

loving it! St. John’s has 

great staff and a 

great facility. Kasson is 

a wonderful town full 

of good people and 

good places to eat. 

As an interim, I am 

here for a short time in 

the overall history of 

the congregation. 

Hopefully we develop 

a good partnership during the time I am 

here. We walk together performing God’s 

ministry while trying to discern the future. We 

ask: Where is St. John’s now? Where are we 

going? Where is the Holy Spirit leading us?  

This is a time of change and transition at  

St. John’s, and there is a difference. Change 

is situational; it is a neutral and cognitive 

event. Transition is a reorientation of coming 

to terms with a change and it affects our 

heart. For example, Sheryl, our secretary, 

retired -- that is a change. The transition is 

getting a new secretary, getting to know 

them, and grieving the loss of Sheryl. 

Many people don’t like change and don’t 

like dealing with transition. But it happens all 

the time – just like the weather, the seasons, 

and us as we age. St. John’s has been 

dealing with a pandemic and change in 

pastoral leadership and staff. The change is 

the pandemic and pastoral leadership; the 

transition is dealing with these changes. 

God works on us via the Holy Spirit to be a 

new creation in Christ.  

The transition process is a three-phase journey. 

There is an end of one situation, time in the 

wilderness, and new beginnings. A great 

example of this is the Israelites exodus story. 

Living in slavery in Egypt came to an end, they 

were in the wilderness for 40 years, and then 

had a new beginning in the promised land.  

What are endings (phase one) of one 

situation like? Usually there are problems 

(slavery), unexpected events (plagues), 

high levels of discomfort, anxiety, and grief. 

Grief may bring denial, anger, bargaining, 

depression, and finally acceptance. We 

may find ourselves in these feelings. This is 

normal. St. John’s has had its endings, and 

has moved into the wilderness experience.  

The feelings in the wilderness phase (phase 

two) are uncertainty, confusion, in limbo. 

The old is gone. But the new has not yet 

arrived. There can be a desire to return to 

the past (Egypt), exit to greener fields, 

and/or an impulse to fast forward things 

(promised land).  

The third phase is new beginnings. It is a 

practical, psychological and spiritual event. 

A new beginning starts with a new situation, 

including a new understanding, new 

attitudes, new values and a new identity. 

God worked on the Israelites for 40 years to 

get them to this new place as his chosen 

people who live differently because they 

follow the 10 Commandments. 

Right now, St. John’s is in the wilderness 

phase. How do we deal with living in the 

wilderness? First, we acknowledge, feel, and 

express our feelings. It is important to express 

our feelings; ignoring or stuffing your feelings 

is not healthy. After feeling and expressing 

them, move on. Second, realize what has 

not changed. St. John’s is God’s house 

where we come together as the Body of 

Christ to worship God. The sacraments of 

Baptism and Holy Communion will still occur. 

Third, we need to be together as a 

community. What is needed by all of us is 

our participation in the life of the church. 

We need to be at worship to praise God 

and be in relationship with one another. All 

of us need to use our gifts for the betterment 

of the church and the community. Christ is 

counting on us to be His disciples here in 

Kasson right now. Let us partner with God to 

do the ministry God has call us to do.  

Pastor Cheryl Indehar 

Senior Interim Pastor 
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It’s hard to believe 

that it’s almost 

autumn again. I love 

this time of year, but 

it seems like it comes 

so quickly!  

After serving at  

St. John’s over the 

past eight years, I 

was able to take a 

sabbatical this 

summer. It was a 

wonderful way to 

reflect on my 

ministry here at St. John’s, learn new things, 

and renew my spirit!  

At the end of May, I participated in a 

weekend retreat on Centering Prayer. 

Centering Prayer is a type of contemplative 

prayer to be used in everyday life. It was a 

wonderful way to fill my own cup before I 

dug into learning.  

In June, I participated as a fellow at the 

Engle Institute for Preaching through 

Princeton Theological Seminary. Over the 

course of the intensive I participated in four 

different classes including - The Gospel of 

John, Prophetic Preaching, Preaching as 

Partnership, and Empowering the Voice of 

the Female Preacher. All of these courses 

have been helpful in learning new ways to 

explore the Bible and create relevant 

sermons for those who hear.  

I also took time in June to visit the Spent 

Dandelion Retreat Center in Two Harbors, 

Minn. My host, Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen, has a 

beautiful space to rest and then also reflect 

on my preaching course work. Justin and 

Tyler also got to come along. We had time 

to visit Lake Superior, see the ore ships, and 

visit a couple state parks along the way.  

Throughout my sabbatical I also had 

conversations about disability ministry with 

people from across the United States. 

Through those conversations and working 

with community members here in Kasson-

Mantorville, we are developing 

programming specifically for this population.  

As a congregation we are host to people of 

varied abilities across all ages. As some of 

you know, my son has a rare chromosome 

anomaly that affects his growth and motor 

skills. He’s learning to use his legs but 

depends on a walker to get around. We 

have students who view the world 

differently, we might call them neurodiverse, 

this would include autism and ADD/ADHD. 

We also have students who just need extra 

direction or help learning in a different way.   

We will be hosting a small group for parents 

of children with special needs. It is open to 

anyone in our community. This group met in 

August and is working to create a regular 

schedule. For now, you can reach out to me 

for questions or more information on how to 

join.  

Right now we are gearing up to welcome 

back students after a long stretch of online 

learning. We will be learning in person on 

Sundays and Wednesdays starting the week 

of September 19. We will also return to 

afterschool programming on Wednesdays 

which will be called St. John’s Afterschool. 

Information about programming and 

registration can be found at 

stjohnskasson.org/lifelong-learning 

It was such a blessing to take time to learn 

and grow during my sabbatical. Thank you 

for giving me the opportunity to renew my 

spirit for ministry here at St. John’s!  

Deacon Amanda Sabelko 

Deacon of Faith Formation 
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Greetings to all as we 

head into the 2021-

2022 program year. 

While the last year 

and a half has been 

extremely difficult for 

all of us it has been 

amazing to see the 

way our families and 

students at St. John’s 

adapted to new ways 

of worship and 

learning in order to 

care for others. In the 

early days of the 

shutdown in 2020 seeing photos of the 

window art being done by students and the 

many offers of help extended to deliver 

groceries, provide necessities, and care for 

others were overwhelming. These extensions 

of care for others truly embody what it 

means to live in God’s grace and to witness 

that grace of God to others in the things we 

say and do. 

As our students were able to come back 

together in person in April 2021 they 

expressed how happy they were to be back 

in church. They understand that they are the 

church, but they also value the community 

that they are a part of. In those weeks of 

gathering together for confirmation they did 

hands-on learning about the Lord’s Prayer 

and the 10 Commandments, visually 

representing the Lord’s Prayer as colored 

beads that represent each petition of the 

prayer and then deciphering the 10 

Commandments that were represented by 

emojis. The remaining three weeks of class, 

our students took part in service projects 

around St. John’s including cleaning the  

St. John’s kitchen and pantry, doing some 

landscape clean-up, refurbishing the free 

little library, and stocking the free little 

pantry.  

Our students know the value of caring for 

others and it is a joy to see them living out 

their baptismal promises to care for the 

people of God. The youth and family 

ministries of St. John’s Lutheran will continue 

to support our students through education, 

fellowship, and fun activities. Elsewhere in 

this Messenger you will find updates on the 

wonderful things that God worked in and 

through our youth and families this past 

summer, as well as some things to look 

forward to in the coming year. May God 

continue to bless you all as we head into the 

new program year. 

Lindsay Colwell 

Director of Youth & 

Family Ministry 
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As we prepare for the start of our fall 

programing and returning to the program 

year worship schedule, we continue to work 

through the transition process. We are in the 

final steps of phase 1 of the call process, 

which includes: The Leave-taking, The 

Transition-time, and the Formation of the 

Call Committee. As of September 1, we now 

have two full-time interim pastors and will 

soon begin the process of forming a call 

committee. If you have interest in 

participating in the call process please let us 

know by contacting the church office. More 

information about the call process can be 

found at stjohnskasson.org/transition 

Even in a time of transition, God's work and 

our ministry continues. There will be a 

congregational information meeting on 

Sunday, September 19 following the 10:30 

am service. St. John's leadership is holding 

this commission-focused meeting for our 

congregation. This meeting will highlight our 

commissions and give everyone the 

opportunity to learn about the wonderful 

ministries that we are doing. Each 

commission will present what they have 

been recently working on, as well as any 

opportunities for our congregation to 

participate in these ministries. There will also 

be an update from council and an 

opportunity to ask questions. For those who 

are not comfortable or able to attend in 

person we will also be providing a virtual 

options. Please join us! 

 Sam Marsland, President 

 Rayelle Haase, Vice President 

 Kelly Utesch, Secretary 

 Dave Bornfleth, Treasurer 

 Emily Carling 

 Michelle Coy  

 Jim Evenson 

 Grace Marsland 

 Darcie Moehnke 

 Ann Trihey 

In January, we will hold an annual meeting 

to include elections for the coming year. 

Take some time now to listen for God’s 

calling – if you feel called to be considered 

for one of the following leadership roles, 

contact Heather Hilgart 

(misrae10@hotmail.com) or Lindsay Colwell 

(lindsay@stjohnskasson.org/(507) 634-7110): 

 President, Vice-President, Secretary, or 

Treasurer – one year terms 

 At-Large Council Member – three-year 

term 

 Nominating Committee – one-year term 

 Audit Committee – three-year term 

 St. John’s Foundation – five-year term 

 2022 Synod Assembly (adult and youth) 
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PASTOR MARY KAYE 

Associate Interim Pastor 

PMK@stjohnskasson.org 

(507) 634-7110 ext 13 

Pastor Mary Kaye Ashley is 

serving as interim associate at 

St. John’s as her 7th call ordained. With 

significant experience before ordination, 

she has worked in or been an active 

member in 22 Lutheran congregations, 

ranging in size from a couple hundred to 

belonging to a church of 9,000 members; 

working in roles from nursery coordinator to 

staff lead. She comes to us delighted to 

work with our senior pastor & staff for our 

interim time, and willing to flex in many ways 

as needed, bringing curiosity, questions, 

ideas, strategic thinking & a passion that all 

people may know how much God loves 

them, and that we live to serve our 

neighbor. She will have been married to Jim 

for 45 years in December, and is mama to 3 

adult men, (Jason, Nathan & Matt) and 

grandma to Matt & Amanda’s Declan & 

Amara. And she loves meeting & talking to 

new people!  

ANNETTE SCHECKLOTH 

Secretary/Receptionist 

annette@stjohnskasson.org 

(507) 634-7110 ext 11 

Hi, my name is Annette 

Schneckloth. I live on a small 

acreage outside of Mantorville, with my 

husband, Mike and our daughter, Michaela. 

We have five other adult children: Andrea, 

Jeremy, Jason, Jacob, and Nickolai. We 

also have nine granddaughters, whom we 

adore. Prior to my employment with  

St. John's I was employed in Human Services 

at Minnesota Prairie County Alliance. In my 

23 years of employment I had various 

positions, with my last position being Lead 

Child Support Officer. I am very excited to 

join the St. John's team. I enjoy reading 

mystery and historical books. My husband 

calls our patio the jungle due to my love of 

flowers. As a family we enjoy boating, and 

trail riding on our side by side. I am an avid 

Minnesota Vikings fan, and enjoy the 

Minnesota Twins. Please stop by the office 

and say Hi. 

 

ANDERS HERFINDAHL-QUINT 

AV Coordinator 

anders@stjohnskasson.org 

Hi I am Anders Herfindahl-Quint and I am a 

senior at Kasson-Mantorville schools. I have 

a passion for all things technology related. I 

have experience with most, if not all, of 

what I am going to be working with and 

what I do not I am easily able to learn. I am 

very much looking forward to working with 

you all and I am excited to start.  

Welcome to 

our new staff 

members! 
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FALL SCHEDULE 

Beginning September 19, weekly worship 

times will be: 

 Sunday 8:30 am 

 Sunday 10:30 am 

 Wednesday 6:30 pm 

One of the Sunday services will be 

livestreamed and posted for on-demand 

viewing – watch for more information on 

which service.  

No Wednesday worship October 20 or 

December 29. 

 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

On September 26, 20 students from St. 

John’s will affirm their baptismal promises. 

These students have persevered through a 

shutdown and a full program year of online 

classes. This group is passionate about 

caring for others, service, and social justice. 

Students will take part in a group review and 

family conversation with Lindsay and Pastor 

Cheryl in order to make sure that they feel 

comfortable affirming their baptismal 

promises and as a way to connect more 

authentically and personally with their 

families. The goal is to find the best way to 

help students and their families connect to 

St. John’s and their faith. Our students are 

willing and ready to take part in our faith 

community, the next step is to connect 

them where they can best use their gifts. 

 

ALL SAINTS WORSHIP 

On Wednesday, November 3 and Sunday, 

November 7 we celebrate All Saints Day. 

We will be remembering members of St. 

John’s along with other family and friends 

who have passed this year. If you have the 

name of a loved one you want to be sure 

we remember, please call the office at  

(507) 634-7110 or email 

annette@stjohnskasson.org  

 

THANKSGIVING EVE 

There WILL be a Thanksgiving Eve service 

Wednesday, November 24 at 6:30 pm. 

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS PLANS TBA 

Watch the weekly Snippets for 

announcements about Advent and 

Christmas. 
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The following volunteer musicians have 

greatly enhanced our summer worship 

services. If you see any of them, please tell 

them how much they are appreciated. It 

has been fantastic!!  

June 2021 

Justin Marsland, vocal song leader 

Morgan Coy, trumpet solo & vocal song 

leader 

Greta Wright, vocalist 

Clark & Nancy Johnson, vocal duet 

Jade Sands, French horn solo & French horn 

duet 

Laney Bungum, French horn duet 

Julia Evans, vocal solo & vocal song leader 

Olivia Smith, vocal duet 

Dane Holmes, cantor & vocal duet 

July 2021 

Anna Brennen, cantor & vocal solo 

Megan Giese, vocalist 

Karl Huppler, vocalist & cantor 

Sabrina Anderson, clarinet solo 

Linda Wunderlich, handbell solo & piano 

duet 

Clark & Nancy Johnson, vocal duet & 

cantors 

Dane Holmes, cantor 

Morgan Coy, vocal solo 

August 2021 

Grace Gruska, vibraphone 

Morgan Coy & Julia Christensen, trumpet 

duet 

Olivia Smith, vocal solo 

Amanda Sabelko, liturgy cantor 

Ashley Johnson, vocal & flute solos 

Carrie Heppelmann, bluegrass band 

Wes Evans, bluegrass band 

Tom Trihey, bluegrass band 

Greta Wright, vocalist & flute accompanist  

Annabel Smith, trombone solo 

Justin Marsland, vocal solo 

If you have fall bounty—flowers, gourds, 

etc— to share to decorate the building, 

please drop off by September 22. Watch 

the weekly announcements for a chance to 

“refresh” in October.  

On Wednesday evening, November 24, 

volunteers will decorate for the Advent 

season. Mark your calendars and watch for 

details.  

There will also be an opportunity to 

purchase poinsettias for Christmas 

decorating. Details will be in the Snippets. 
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VOLUNTEER BLESSING  

On Sunday, September 12 & Wednesday, 

September 15 at all services we will 

celebrate and install all of our Faith 

Formation volunteers including those for 

Sunday School, St. John’s Afterschool, 

Wednesday School, and Confirmation.  

4-YEAR-OLDS & 3RD GRADE BIBLE 

MILESTONE 

During worship services on October 10 at 

8:30 am and 10:30 am or October 13 at  

6:30 pm. 4-year-olds will receive a Frolic 

Story Bible and the Third Grade students will 

receive a study Bible from the St. John’s 

Lutheran Church faith community. Fourth 

graders will also participate in a Bible 

Adventure course to learn about their study 

Bible and how to use it. Thank you to those 

who help support the purchase of these 

bibles through their donations! 

3-YEAR-OLD PRAYER PILLOWS  

During worship services on November 7th at 

8:30 AM and 10:30 AM or November 10th at 

6:30 PM. All students who are currently 3 

years old will receive a prayer pillow during 

worship along with a prayer booklet. It’s a 

fun way to learn new prayers throughout the 

year! Thank you to those who sew these 

prayer pillows for our little ones.  
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3-YEARS THROUGH 4TH GRADE 

Sunday School - Sundays beginning 

September 19 from 9:30-10:30 am. 

Wednesday School - Wednesdays 

beginning September 22 from 5:00-6:00 pm. 

5TH-6TH GRADE 

Club 56 - Sundays beginning September 19 

from 9:30-10:30 am OR Wednesdays 

beginning September 22 from 5:00-6:00 pm. 

Club 56 is a ministry just for 5th & 6th graders! 

It is a hybrid of Sunday School and Youth 

Group. We’ll have a more intentional focus 

around what the Bible means for us today 

as well as participate in service projects and 

fellowship activities. 

KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 6TH GRADE 

St. John’s Afterschool - Wednesdays 

beginning September 22 from 3:00-5:00 pm.  

Students can ride our bus to the church from 

K-M Middle and Elementary Schools. They 

are offered a healthy snack, the opportunity 

to catch up on school work, and spend time 

in fellowship with friends. It is our hope that 

this program will continue to gather 

together our children for fun and fellowship. 

The cost is $100 per child for September 2021

-May 2022. There are scholarships are 

available if the cost is prohibitive.  

7TH-8TH GRADE 

Confirmation - Sundays beginning 

September 19 from 9:30-10:30 am OR 

Wednesdays beginning September 22 from 

7:30-8:30 pm. 

The confirmation program at St. John’s is a 

program that continues the faith journey for 

our 7th and 8th grade students as they learn 

about what it means to be a disciple of 

Christ. 

9TH-12 GRADE 

High School Youth Group - Wednesdays 

beginning September 22 from 7:30-8:30pm 

PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL 

NEEDS 

Parents of children who have learning, 

developmental, and physical disabilities are 

invited to participate in a new support 

group hosted by St. John’s. This group is 

open to the community - all are welcome!  

ALL ADULTS 

Weekly Bible studies will return in October. 

Watch the weekly announcements for more 

information.  

Women - See page 17 for more on women’s 

Bible study opportunities. 

Throughout the year St. John’s offers opportunities for all ages to grow in faith. Watch the weekly 

Snippets for details on upcoming offerings or visit stjohnskasson.org/lifelong-learning any time. 

For more information on offerings through grade 6 and for adults, contact Deacon Amanda at 

amanda@stjohnskasson.org or (507) 634-7110 ext. 14. For programs for 7th-12th grade, contact 

Lindsay Colwell at lindsay@stjohnskasson.org or (507) 634-7110 ext. 15 

Children's Ministry programming including Sunday and Wednesday School and St. John's 

Afterschool will require masking for students, volunteers, and staff when indoors. 
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SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP 

In June, St. John’s took 16 students to Sugar 

Creek Lutheran Bible Camp. Three high 

school students attended the river boat 

program. In this program students do their 

camp time together on a houseboat on the 

Mississippi. One of the main skills they 

learned in this program is to plan a worship 

service, which we hope to have them do 

this program year. Ten students attended 

the confirmation camp program, where 

Bible study time was led by Lindsay and 

volunteer/council member Grace Marsland. 

Five of our ten students were brand new 

students to our program who were 

connected through adult volunteers and 

confirmation students inviting friends to join 

us. We also had two 6th grade students who 

attended the horse camp where they 

learned to care for the horses that are a 

large part of the programming at Sugar 

Creek, and finally, one student who 

attended the day camp option. 

CANOEING THE BOUNDARY WATERS 

The first week of 

August, seven of our 

high school students, 

along with Lindsay and 

Tim Hruska, took a 5-

day canoe trip to the 

Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area. Students 

learned to steer and 

maneuver a canoe, 

cook in the wilderness, 

leave no trace camping, and took on two 

portages (carrying canoes and supplies 

overland to the next water entrance). After 

a year and a half of not being able to meet 

in person it was wonderful to spend quality 

time with some of our students, especially 

three of our recent graduates. We shared 

time in fellowship, conversation, and Bible 

study. 

Students in grades 8-12 (2021-2022) who are 

interested in attending the ELCA National 

Youth Gathering in Minneapolis July 24-29, 

2022, are asked to fill out the registration 

form at stjohnskasson.org/youth or talk to 

Lindsay by Sunday, November 14, 2021. 
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St. John's hosted Vacation Bible School for 

the Kasson--Mantorville community August 9

-13. We had 52 kids join us onsite at and 10 

kids from home. During the week we had a 

lot of fun playing games and singing songs, 

and learning about the ways God 

empowers us to share God’s word and love 

with other people. The theme this year was 

On Earth As it is In Heaven. We learned 

about the different parts of the Lord’s Prayer 

and how we live out our faith in our daily 

lives. For our offering, we collected peanut 

butter & jelly for the Food for Friends 

Program and monetary donations to go to 

Friends of Christ School in Bouyaha, Haiti.  

We want to send a huge thank you to our 25 

amazing volunteers! From driving the bus to 

making sure kids had their water bottles —

and of course teaching! — we couldn’t 

have done it without you!  
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FREE LITTLE PANTRY 

Thank you to Eagle Scout, Luke Olson for 

completing this project for us! 

Donations can be made at any time. Please 

consider donating some of the following: 

Easy to make meals that do not require 

multiple ingredients. (Just add water). 

Snack items such as applesauce pouches, 

individual snack bags, pudding, granola 

bars. Juice boxes. 

Toiletry items that are shelf stable. 

Bleach wipes, paper towels, toilet paper. 

If you have questions about what to 

donate, please connect with Lindsay. 

FREE LITTLE LIBRARY 

Donations of gently used books can be 

made at any time. Please be mindful of the 

number of books in the little library. If you 

have a donation that does not fit, please 

connect with Lindsay. 

GAGA BALL PIT 

Thank you to Eagle Scout candidate Kaleb 

Melcher for completing this project for us. 

This is available for public use. Rules for the 

game can be found at 

thegagasphere.com/what-is-gaga 
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Through the pandemic, the fragile political 

landscape following the assassination of the 

Haitian president, and an earthquake, our 

ministry partnership with Haiti continues. The 

photos below are updates from the building 

of a medical clinic that St. John’s 

contributed $3,000 to building near the 

school in Pingnon, Haiti. In August Pastor 

Mioche sent an update of their ministry. 

They are currently providing quality 

education to 465 children; their churches 

serve four communities; they run a radio 

station to share the good news; they help 

families with small business initiatives 

including raising eggs, honey, and fish; and 

they have been distributing Creole Bibles.  

Pastor Mioche and Friends of Christ Ministry 

are all safe from the earthquake on August 

14. The epicenter of the earthquake was in 

the southwest region of Haiti. Friends of 

Christ are locate in the north central region. 

The earthquake was large enough that it 

was felt in Pignon and Bouyaha but no 

damage to anything in either town. Please 

continue to pray for our brothers and sister in 

Haiti as the recover from yet any that tragic 

earthquake.  

More information about their work and ways 

to contribute are available at 

stjohnskasson.org/haiti 
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Food for Friends is anticipating 

approximately 60 backpack participants 

during the 2021-22 school year. Due to 

rising food expenses, it costs about $140 per 

year to supply one child with a backpack of 

food for weekends and school breaks. We 

are prayerfully requesting donations to 

ensure all at-risk Head Start, Pre-K, and 

Elementary aged students in the Kasson-

Mantorville district have access to 

nutritious and child friendly food. Checks 

made out to Food for Friends can be sent to 

the St. John’s office. 

We will once again be holding a food drive 

to provide participants with a Thanksgiving 

meal kit. Items needed will be posted on the 

Food for Friends Facebook group and in the 

Snippets in November.  

In response to rising Covid-19 cases in our 

area, we are evaluating our packing plans 

for the first half of the school year. We will 

share updates regarding backpack packing 

plans at a later date.  

One of the ways St. John’s has supported 

the people of the KM Community was 

including Ready Set Learn in our weekly 

Globe Offering. On August 9-10 they 

distributed school supplies to 335 kids and 

155 families in Dodge County. 
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Kasson serves 

a weekly meal through their ministry “A 

Place at the Table.” Members of St. John’s 

helped serve by packing 40 care bags 

wither personal hygiene items to be 

distributed at the meals for a week in July, 

August, and September. Thank you to all 

who helped care for our neighbors!  

’

On August 6, 2021, St. John’s Warriors sold 

root beer and orange floats, cookies, water, 

and different flavors of canned soda at 

Relay for Life, raising $6,400. 

The Cruisin’ for Cancer event this summer 

was impacted by weather, so they’re 

hosting a Part 2 on September 25 at the 

Kasson American Legion. They’ll host a 

motorcycle ride, car show, food truck, and 

raffle. More info at stjohnskasson.org/cruisin-

for-cancer or contact Tanya Young at (316) 

390-5368 or tyoung8550@yahoo.com. 
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All women are invited to check out one of 

St. John’s WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 

Bible Studies. There is no “membership” - just 

stop in and find a group that works for you. 

Typical meeting times and contacts are as 

follows. Watch St. John’s weekly 

communication, check out 

stjohnskasson.org/calendar, or contact the 

office for any updates. Unless otherwise 

noted, groups typically meet at St. John’s. 

 

Eve Bible Study 

First Thursday, 9:30 am 

Shelley Gustafson (507) 634-4243 

Martha Bible Study 

First Thursday, 1:00 pm 

Betty Schuster (507) 634-4009  

  pbschu1@gmail.com 

Renee Solberg (507) 634-7621  

  solberg4@kmtel.com 

Mary Bible Study 

First Tuesday, 9:00 am 

Margery Holtz (507) 634-7395 

Rachel Bible Study 

First Saturday, 9:00 am 

Coleen Rasmussen (507) 634-7698 

Jane Struthers (507) 634-7134 

Bonnie Eidem (507) 634-7349 

Confirm location before dropping in 

Women of Faith 

Every Thursday, 9:00 am 

Currently meeting via Zoom 

Remember that everything in this issue is 

subject to change based on the ever-

changing pandemic situation. At the time of 

this printing, St. John’s highly recommends 

that persons be masked while inside the 

building regardless of vaccination status. 

Group meeting inside the building are asked 

to ensure surfaces used are sanitized prior to 

leaving the building. Further updates will be 

communicated as they are determined and 

posted at stjohnskasson.org/covid 

As a community of women created in the 

image of God, called to the discipleship in 

Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, 

affirm our gifts, support one another in our 

callings, engage in ministry and action and 

promote healing and wholeness in the 

church, the society, and the world. 
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Creation Kids Preschool is entering their 23rd 

year of providing preschool programming. 

There will be three classroom programs for 

the 2021-2022 school year: Orange Otters is 

a 3-day half-day class for 3-year-olds, Teal 

Turtles is a 4-day half-day class for 4-year-

olds, and Purple Parrots is a 4-day full-day 

class for 4-year-olds.  

The Little Lambs program is also offering 

before and after care for students.  

The year begins with a Meet the Teacher 

night on September 2 and classes start 

September 13.  

On October 10, CKP will host a pancake 

breakfast and silent auction fundraiser. 

Watch the weekly Snippets from St. John’s 

for further details. 

Many prayers to all of us as we enter an 

ever-changing and God-filled year. 

 

SUMMER LITTLE LAMBS HIGHLIGHTS 

Over the summer Little 

Lambs provided care 

for CKP students. One 

highlight was tending a 

garden with Doug Leth. 

They watered and 

tended to their garden 

EVERY day from mid-

May when they planted 

it with Doug Leth 

through the summer. They learned a lot 

about how God created everything and 

how grateful we should be for everything, 

including the water so our garden can 

grow, and for each and every baby pea, 

tomato, zucchini, bean, and everything else 

in our garden. The kids truly enjoy our 

garden! 

Every Wednesday during 

the summer the Little 

Lambs students did 

“Water Wednesday” 

where they get in water 

gear, giggle, and get 

soaked! They played 

with splash pads, water 

tables, sprinklers, and 

any fun and creative 

way to get wet. 

And no summer is complete without a trip to 

the fair. The kids had a wonderful time 

visiting the Dodge County Free Fair where 

they enjoyed a picnic lunch, an ice cream 

treat, and each kiddo was able to pick a 

ride to go on. 
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SARA SILTALA-CHOBAN 

Director &  

3s & 4s Lead Teacher 

Hi! My name is Sara. I have 

nine years experience working 

in early childhood education. I 

have taught preschool as well 

as worked in the administrative role. I am 

currently attending school for youth ministry. 

I am very excited to combine these two 

passions- kids and sharing Jesus- as the 

Creation Kids Preschool director. 

I live in Kenyon with my husband, Jeff, and 

our four young daughters (7,5, 1 and 2 

months)! We love our family time together 

and keep busy! On my own, I enjoy running , 

photography and watching baseball. 

ANNE HOLTAN 

Pre-K Lead Teacher 

I'm Anne Holtan, and this will 

be my 4th year at CKP. I've 

been a parent, CKP board 

member, assistant, and lead 

teacher in all classes, so you 

could say I adore this program from all 

aspects! 

Our daughter, Aubrey, was a CKP graduate 

and CKP was an excellent beginning to her 

educational journey. 

I love preschool-aged children because I 

feel it's so important to encourage them to 

love school and begin building a solid 

foundation filled with kindness, God, 

friendships, learning, and memories! 

Chris and I live in Kasson with Aubrey and 

our sweet Chihuhua, Cabo. We love 

cooking, golfing, exploring, and hanging out 

with family and friends. 

I am beyond excited to start this school 

year! 

TANYA YANKOWIAK  

Little Lambs Lead Teacher 

Hello! My name is Tanya 

Yankowiak and this is my third 

year at Creation Kids 

Preschool. This year I will be 

taking over the Little Lambs 

Lead Coordinator position and co-teaching 

the Orange Otters.  

My husband, Steve, and I live on a farm 

outside of Claremont where we enjoy raising 

beef cattle, growing flowers and 

vegetables, and playing with our adorable 

GSD, Dakota. We are the very proud 

parents of five adult children (Rayelle, 

Jordan, Conner, Piper and Hunter) and the 

grandparents to our very handsome and 

smart grandson, Noah.  

I’m looking forward to a fantastic year!!  

MICHELE RUD 

Board President 

Greetings from 

Creation Kids 

Preschool! I would like 

to take this opportunity 

to introduce myself as 

the new Creation Kids Preschool Board 

President. Hi! My name is Michele Rud and I 

work currently part-time as a cardiac 

intensive care nurse at St. Mary's and my full-

time job consists of raising 4 small humans 

Gabe (9), Twins Damian and Dominic (6), 

and Gracie (4) alongside my husband of 11 

years Dale. I am a current member of St. 

John's Lutheran Church and all of my four 

kids have either completed preschool 

programming at Creation Kids or are 

currently attending.  

 

 



301 8th Ave NW 

Kasson, MN 55944 

ST .  JOHN'S  LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone:507-634-7110 

Fax:507-634-2029 

office@stjohnskasson.org 

Living in God’s grace, St. John’s Lutheran Church is an inclusive community  

worshiping together, growing in faith, serving others, and living as witnesses of Jesus Christ. 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

STAFF LISTING 

Title Name Phone Ext E-mail Address 

Senior Interim Pastor Cheryl Indehar 12 pastorcheryl@stjohnskasson.org 

Associate Interim Pastor Mary Kaye Ashley 13 PMK@stjohnskasson.org 

Deacon of Faith Formation Amanda Sabelko 14 amanda@stjohnskasson.org 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry Lindsay Colwell 15 lindsay@stjohnskasson.org 

Communications and Media Specialist Katie Livingood 21 katie@stjohnskasson.org 

Office Administrator Kaye Moulton 10 kaye@stjohnskasson.org 

Receptionist/Secretary Annette Schneckloth 11 annette@stjohnskasson.org 

AV Coordinator Anders Herfindahl-Quint  anders@stjohnskasson.org 

Custodian Mark Madsen   

Creation Kids Director Sara Siltala-Choban  sara@stjohnskasson.org 

Creation Kids Teachers Anne Holtan  anne@stjohnskasson.org 

 Sara Siltala-Choban  sara@stjohnskasson.org 

Little Lambs Teacher (CKP)_ Tanya Yankowiak   tanya@stjohnskasson.org 

Creation Kids Assistants Stevie Tully   

 Heather Wynia   

Senior Choir Accompanist Jason Wright  jeverettwright@gmail.com 

Senior Choir Director Clark Johnson  jfamily@kmtel.com 

Organist Gloria Gilbertson  gloriagilbertson@gmail.com 

Wedding Worship Coordinators Ann Brenke  abrenke55@gmail.com 

 Amy Flickinger  simplyamyf@yahoo.com 

 Tanya Young  tyoung8550@yahoo.com 


